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University of Illinois Extension 

provides practical education you 

can trust to help people, 

businesses, and communities solve 

problems, develop skills, and build a 

better future. Based in the College 

of Agricultural, Consumer and 

Environmental Sciences, Extension 

is the statewide outreach program 

of the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is an 

economic engine and a driver of innovation, deeply 

rooted in the Illinois prairie and engaged statewide, from 

Cook County to Cairo. Illinois Extension brings the 

university to your doorstep. Extension educators live and work alongside 

you in every county, allowing the university to support local leaders, 

businesses, farmers, and residents to address grand challenges and 

everyday problems with practical, research-based solutions. As a youth, my 

own 4-H experience inspired a rewarding career in agricultural research and 

higher education. Today, it’s an honor to lead this great public university and 

deepen its commitment to serve the people of Illinois. 

 

Robert J. Jones 

Chancellor, University of Illinois 

A Message from the Chancellor 

The past year has been full of staffing changes for our 

University of Illinois Extension Unit, but we all still work to 

make a meaningful day-to-day impact on the lives of 

residents in Grundy, Kankakee, and Will counties. This 

impact report highlights just a few ways our staff are providing research-

based education to youth and adults in the areas of agriculture, youth 

development, food and nutrition, and personal finance. 

 

Illinois Extension is about real world, hands-on learning. We have the 

opportunity to take the research from the University of Illinois and translate 

it into programs and educational pieces that anyone can use to change their 

quality of life in meaningful ways. In Extension, we meet the community 

where they are, in order to apply the information to their unique situations. 

By doing this, we are continuing the charge developed for land-grant 

institutions hundreds of years ago.  

 

Our work would not be possible without the support of our local county 

boards, businesses, and partner organizations in our communities. We 

thank them for understanding the impact of our work. Extending the 

university’s knowledge would not be possible without an extensive network 

of volunteers. We thank every 4-H leader, Master Gardener, Master 

Naturalist, and individual that have shared their time and expertise to 

provide the best resources to the public we serve. 

 

I present this report on behalf of the exceptional Extension staff in Grundy, 

Kankakee and Will counties. I am proud to work with them and share a 

snapshot of their impacts! 

 

Megan Walsh   

County Extension Director 
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2019 Overview 

Federal funds include Illinois Nutrition Education 

Program grant monies. Local funds include donations 

from 4-H Foundations, 4-H Federations, United Way of 

Grundy County, United Way of Will County, and also 

program fees. 

Financial Report 

INCOME (%) 

Federal 

County 

Reserves 

Local Sources 

State 

35% 

25% 

21% 

11% 

  8% 

60% 

20% 

16% 

Personnel 

Overhead 

Programming 

EXPENSES (%) 

2018-19 Extension Council 

152 
Master Gardener, Master Naturalist volunteers 

8,920 
Master Gardener volunteer hours 

431 
4-H volunteers 

11,365 
4-H members and youth reached with 4-H 

1,626 
SNAP-Education participants 

Programs and Outreach 

22 
SNAP-Education partners 

Christina Basham 

Karen Bellot 

Janice Blanchette 

Cathy Breeck 

Kelly Hitt 

Lucy James 

Karen Keller 

Kris Kinsella 

Kelly Knobloch 

Jim Price 

Dianne Ross 

Laurie Summers 

Theodora Warmack 

Victoria Wax 

Jennifer Wick 

Kimberly Wysocki 

The Extension Council is a group of volunteers who each 

represent facets of their communities, share their needs 

and concerns, and serve as a catalyst and leader in 

shaping the vision of Extension. 

What We Do & Why It Matters 

University of Illinois Extension serving Grundy, 

Kankakee, and Will Counties provides research-based 

resources and programming to the people of these 

communities. Local program areas include:  

 Family and Consumer Economics 

 Local Food Systems and Small Farms 

 4-H and Youth Development 

 Nutrition and Wellness 

 SNAP-Education 

Extension provides practical education you can trust to 

help people, businesses, and communities solve 

problems, develop skills, and build a better future.  

2019 ILLINOIS EXTENSION IMPACT REPORT  3 



Why is it important to have trees in the home landscape? 

Landscape trees play a role in providing visual interest in 

the home in spring, summer and fall. Homeowners have 

many suitable trees to choose from, and being able to 

identify the trees  and their characteristics helps make 

the choice easier. With this in mind, University of Illinois 

Extension invited state Arborist Chris Evans in the fall of 

2019 to lead a class on trees in the home landscape. The 

morning was filled with classroom teaching followed by 

hands on tree identification on the grounds of Kankakee 

Community College, which was recently designated as a 

“Tree City USA Campus”. The twenty participants that 

attended the workshop learned to identify trees using 

various plant parts, including leaf morphology, bark 

pattern and bud types. The information was beneficial to 

participants that wanted to identify the trees they 

already had growing in their yards and learn traits of 

trees they might like to add. During this workshop,  

Chris made participants aware of the value a tree adds 

to their home.  

Master Gardeners, Kankakee County 

I wish I knew that Ginkgo tree was going 

to get that big. 

 

I didn’t know you had to fertilize a tree. 

 

This was a great class! 
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

Why is it important to have trees in the 

home landscape? 

In the spring of 2019, 384 quail eggs were given out to 

trained teachers throughout Kankakee County.  

The teachers came to a training on egg hatching and 

picked up their eggs in March. Many classes incubated 

eggs but, Mr. Lawrence’s bilingual class really stood out. 

All of his students spoke Spanish as their first language 

and some had special needs.  This made the embryology 

project even more special to them. After 24 days, the 

quail chicks began to hatch and the process generated 

excitement for everyone. Two of the hatching quail 

chicks had physical development issues, giving the class 

the opportunity to talk about differences and Mother 

Nature. A local farmer agreed to release the quail on two 

of his farms and record the release for the students to 

watch from their classroom. Quail numbers have 

dropped drastically and the students have hopes that 

their quail release will help increase the local 

populations.  

Quail Embryology Project 

4  2019 ILLINOIS EXTENSION IMPACT REPORT 

The 2019 Classroom Incubation & Embryology Program 

achieved remarkable numbers and a great average 

hatch in 2019 in Will County. A record number 25 new 

teachers participated in training by University of Illinois 

Extension Poultry Specialist, Dr. Ken Koeklbeck and 

classroom student participation totaled 3,546 spanning 

from pre-school through senior high school honors 

programs.  

Chicken Embryology  



Who benefits from gardening? Everyone. The Will 

County Master Gardeners embarked on a new project in 

2019 to serve one of the most overlooked, underserved 

audiences—the elderly.  

 

The Timeless Garden Project pairs Will County Master 

Gardener teams with senior living sites to create garden 

clubs for the residents. These are not one time planting 

days, but are year-round clubs that focus on a 

partnership of learning and activities related to 

gardening and nature. In this inaugural year, the Will 

County Master Gardeners partnered with The Timbers 

of Shorewood, Sunny Hill Nursing Home in Joliet and 

Willow Falls in Crest Hill.  

 

Each garden club is tailored to the needs of the 

residents, and available garden area. Residents chose 

the plants to grow, focusing mostly on vegetables and 

herbs with a few flowers. Some residents had previous 

gardening experience, while for some, this was their first 

opportunity to garden in their life. The benefits have 

exceeded all expectations. Not only are the participants, 

learning and growing, but there has been an increase in 

interest from all the residents of the facilities. Some of 

the garden-fresh vegetables were added to the food 

service for meals and several participants used what 

they grew to try new recipes.  

 

Master Gardeners, Will County 

Timeless Garden Project:  

Lifelong Learning 
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The University of Illinois Extension of Master 

Gardener [Program] has been one of the most 

beneficial and exciting activities that we have 

incorporated at the Timbers of Shorewood. 

and plants.  

AMY ODELL, ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR, THE 

TIMBERS OF SHOREWOOD  

This program has re-excited our residents about 

gardening and beyond. Some of the residents that have 

been part of the Garden Club for years have 

reinvigorated their passion for vegetable raising while 

others have been able to learn and be part of an activity 

they may have otherwise overlooked had it not been for 

all the support and guidance of this wonderful group of 

Master Gardeners. The Master Gardeners have helped 

the residents expand their knowledge beyond basic 

gardening. They have also planned activities and 

horticultural based crafts for the winter months to keep 

the momentum of the Club year round. As a bonus, all 

residents are able to enjoy the beautiful planters with 

the wide variety of vegetables. 

 

At Sunnyhill Nursing Home in Joliet, 

the Will County Master Naturalists 

have an added project for the 

residents to learn more about and 

enjoy nature—Sunny Hill Nature 

Watch. Noticing that several residents had birdfeeders 

outside their rooms, and additional ones in the patio 

areas—but not regularly attended, a team of Master 

Naturalists began a program to regularly service the 

feeders and add a butterfly/hummingbird/pollinator 

garden in the patio. Residents delight in learning the 

different birds, their calls and characteristics, as well as 

investigating the butterflies and hummingbirds in the 

new garden.  



Partners in Growing 
In early 2019, the Cathedral of St Raymond Nonnatus 

wanted to start a donation garden project—The 

Promised Land. They had the means and the volunteers, 

but not the gardening knowledge, so they contacted the 

Will County Master Gardeners—a perfect partnership for 

Extension to extend the Master Gardener Mission of 

Helping Others Learn to Grow. The purpose of this 

community garden was to grow and donate all of the 

produce locally to those with food insecurity—it could be 

taking the produce to a shelter or a food pantry, or as 

personal as handing a homeless person on the street, a 

small bag with some tomatoes, and a napkin. The 

garden consisted of 28 large raised beds that were 

worked by individuals, families, friends, and 

neighborhood residents---all working together to grow.  

 

The Master Gardeners shared their knowledge from the 

ground up—sharing best practices for developing raised 

beds, layout, soils, best vegetables for donation gardens 

and the importance of training all participants on safe 

handling of produce.  

The Master Gardeners gave a Vegetable Gardening 101 

presentation, because for many of the participants, this 

would be their first experience gardening. Master 

Gardeners were available on planting day and 

throughout the season to give help to the church 

volunteers. An amazing amount of produce-1567 lbs was 

donated in this first year of their project.  

 

Plans for next year are already underway at this project 

and other organizations are looking to replicate this 

project within their own communities.  

Master Gardeners, Will County 
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The practice of maintaining honey bee colonies is 

termed beekeeping, or apiculture. Bees, like other 

insects, are part of a food chain. In North America, up to 

30% of the foods that humans consume are from plants 

that are bee-pollinated. Thus, bees are vital to food 

security and enrichment of our diets, and contribute 

significantly to the genetic diversity in the ecosystem. 

Beekeeping is rewarding as both bees and the 

beekeeper benefit from each other. Bees produce 

honey, propolis (medicinal resin), and wax for the 

beekeeper to use or sell. Meanwhile, the beekeeper 

ensures that the colony is healthy and has full power.  

 

Our Unit has three active beekeeping associations –Will 

County Beekeepers, Grundy County Beekeepers and 

Kankakee River Valley Beekeepers Associations; the 

latter two have a total membership of over 60 

beekeepers, and are hosted by University of Illinois 

Extension. The beekeepers meet regularly (monthly) to 

discuss practices of honey bee colony management 

throughout the year. Topics that are presented include 

hive inspection, nutrition for the colonies, harvesting 

honey, adding value to honey and its byproducts and 

protection from insect pests, diseases, predators and 

elements of weather. During the meetings, question and 

answer sessions are provided, while speakers, including 

Extension staff, present educational topics. Very 

important also is that the beekeeper meetings provide 

opportunities for networking and social forums. 

Occasionally, beekeepers get treated to hands-on 

activities and demonstrations on beekeeping activities.  

 

Local Food Systems & Small Farms 

Beekeeping Program 

Master beekeeper Christine of Grundy County Beekeepers 

scoops honey bees off a frame to demonstrate how to 

check for Varroa mite infestation.  
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In 2019, seven new beekeepers indicated that as a result 

of information acquired during beekeeper meetings, 

they implemented the following practices: 

 fed colonies when needed  

 managed serious honey bee pest, Varroa mites 

more effectively 

 increased colonies by splitting hives  

 

Experienced beekeepers reported that by applying 

practices that were recommended at the beekeeper 

meetings, their bee colonies achieved a better survival 

rate (up by about 10%). This was as a result of better 

feeding of the colonies in winter, more rigorous mite 

treatment during hive inspections and winterizing the 

hive properly in preparation for the cold season. Some 

even tried to multiply the colony numbers by ‘splitting’ 

their hives –meaning, they made new colonies from 

existing ones by dividing. 

 

Beekeeping, in addition to being a hobby, is also a way 

to increase the honey bee population. In the last 50 

years, bee colonies in the US have decreased by about 

50% due to various challenges (pesticides, mite 

infestations, reduced forage habitats, and so forth). 

Beekeeping is one valuable way of restoring lost colonies.  

 

Our Unit will continue to provide current beekeepers 

with efficient ways and tools for better hive 

management; and to also encourage new beekeepers to 

join the current crop of beekeepers. In the past year, 

experienced individuals were glad and readily available 

to mentor new beekeepers started on the right foot. 

Extension has been teaching honey bee importance to 

youth and the general public in an attempt to increase 

awareness of the current plight of pollinators. Members 

of the public have responded by establishing prairie 

gardens or flower gardens where bees can forage, and/

or reduced the amount and kinds of pesticides that can 

cause harm to beneficial insects. 



Family Financial Feuds is a new podcast produced by the 

consumer economics team and spearheaded by our 

own Sasha Grabenstetter. In 2019, Family Financial 

Feuds had over 865 listens with the top three listened 

podcasts being: 

 

Personal Finance 

Family Financial Feuds  

This year, consumer economics educator, Sasha 

Grabenstetter presented 29 different programs at local 

libraries, extension offices and online webinars with a 

total of 414 participants for 2019. Popular local program 

topics included; Senior Credit Scores, Saving Money on 

Food, and Streaming vs Cable Costs. Other programs 

presented that were successful –What Every Woman 

Should Know about Personal Finance, Money in 

Relationships, Identity Theft, and End of Life Care 

Decisions. Online programs included partnerships with 

the Financial Security for All community with Extension 

with two YouTube Live sessions over America Saves 

Week and Money Smart Week as well as the Student 

Money Management Center at all three U of I campuses 

with online webinars, Get Savvy: Grow Your Green Stuff, 

geared toward college aged and young adults.  

Consumer Economics Programs 2019  

go.illinois.edu/FamilyFinancialFeud 
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1 

2 

3 

Who Should Pay for College 
 
Too Smart for our Own 
Good; Money Conversations 
with our Kids 
 
I’ve Got the Power 

Most popular 
episodes 

If you’d like to listen to Family Financial Feuds, you can 

find it on your favorite podcast player on your 

smartphone device or you can follow:  

In October 2019, Consumer Economics Educator, Sasha 

Grabenstetter hosted an All My Money Training at the 

Kankakee office. All My Money is a curriculum that is 

train the trainer based created for low-resource 

audiences. The goal of All My Money is to facilitate 

conversations around money, even if the facilitator 

doesn’t have financial expertise. There were 14 trained 

participants that were from six different community 

based organizations in Grundy, Kankakee and Will 

counties. Participants said about the training and 

curriculum “The materials are very user friendly. The 

lessons are bite sized portions with no judgements and 

allows student to make their own best choices” Another 

participant said “Everything was useful. I really enjoyed 

the class. It was great and so helpful. A new way to 

approach our clients.”  



I loved it! I learned so much, I 

think I want to be a scientist. 

Best. Summer. Ever! 
STEM CAMP PARTICIPANT 

In all, this camp reached rural and urban youth alike to 

learn about science! 

Grundy Kankakee and Will 4-H  

Youth in Grundy county and surrounding areas honed 

their science skills this past summer in a unique camp 

which was held over six sessions at the Extension 

office. The camp was planned and taught by teen 

leaders, youth ages 8-12. Over 100+ youth attended this 

camp and participated in a host of activities which 

included making liquid nitrogen ice-cream, building, 

wiring, and soldering a hack-able calculator, solving 

crimes using forensic investigation, 3D printing, rockets, 

and so much more! According to youth who 

participated, STEM camp was the highlight of their 

summer! When asked what the camp scientist thought 

of camp they said: 

STEM Camp 

Scientific knowledge is so important in today's world of 

scientific illiteracy - over 95% of participants said they 

will share what they learned with friends and family.   
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Grundy Kankakee and Will 4-H 

My favorite part of the shelter 

drive was definitely how the 

community came together to 

serve a need. Seeing the 

difference everyone’s donations 

made at the shelters was 

inspiring. I cannot wait for the 

next drive! 
4-H FEDERATION MEMBER 

2,000 lbs 

500 lbs 

150 

Dog and cat food 

Treats, medical and cleaning supplies 

Handmade blankets and toys 

The Grundy County 4-H Federation sought out to supply 

some of the county’s furriest residents with everyday 

needs and special treats to make them feel more at 

home while living in the county’s animal shelters. 

Throughout the month of March, 4-Hers distributed 

more than 2,000 flyers around the county to local 

businesses and individuals to collect donations for the 

county’s animal shelters.  

 

Grundy County has several shelters that rely on 

donations to keep their doors open and all their furry 

occupants fed and cared for. With the help of the public, 

the 4-H youth collected and supplied more than 2,000 

pounds of dog and cat food, 500+ pounds of additional 

supplies including treats and medical and cleaning 

supplies, and more than 150 blankets and toys. All of the 

blankets and toys were handmade by a group of 75 youth 

who completed the project in about an hour and a half.  

 

The day culminated with a group of youth delivering all 

the supplies to the shelters that responded to the 

invitation to receive supplies. This year the youth plan to 

complete the project again and have a goal of supplying 

more than 3,500 pounds of supplies with the public’s 

help. They are really looking forward to seeing what we 

can do to help the shelter animals in our community. 

Federation Supplies Shelter 
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Grundy Kankakee and Will 4-H 

Illinois 4-H empowers and prepares Will County youth 

for success with more than 35 community and after 

school clubs. In Will County alone, 4-H has reached well 

over 4,100 youth in the past program year. In addition to 

strong numbers, the diversity of our program is also 

expanding. 

 

4-H is reaching youth throughout Will County to  

provide programming that makes a difference.  

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, or STEM, is 

a very important for today’s youth. More than 92% of 

Illinois 4-H members say that they would like a job in a 

science field, compared to only 37% of youth on a 

federal survey.  

 

Of Will County 4-H members, 48% are female, making  

4-H a gateway for STEM learning regardless of gender. 4-

H has been proud to offer STEM programming 

throughout Will County and provide youth new  

opportunities as part of it. 

Empowering youth through 4-H 

For some youth, traveling internationally is a dream that 

isn't often realized until a college study abroad trip. But 

for Will County 4-H member Keira Stalker that dream 

was realized at the age of 12.  

 

Traveling to South Korea as part of the 4-H Exchange 

Program, Keira said she learned a lot about other  

cultures and about herself. "Going to another county can 

be daunting, but it can also be the best experience of 

your life if you’re open-minded and accepting of 

differences, willing to challenge yourself, and ready to 

make many new friends!"  

 

Keira said the trip was a learning experience both for 

herself and her host family. "My host family thought 

Americans eat cereal with every meal and gave me a 

bowl as a side dish with every meal they served." 

Ultimately, Keira said everyone learned, and walked 

away with a better understanding of another culture. For 

anyone who may be considering an exchange program, 

Keira’s advice is to go for it.  

 

"You will create such strong bounds with your host 

family that you feel you just have a bigger family." 

4-H brings member to South Korea 

4-H has impacted every aspect of my life. 

It has helped me build stronger 

relationships, become a more informed 

citizen, be a more active member of my 

community, advocate for what I believe in, 

become a stronger leader, and set goals 

for my future.  
WILL COUNTY 4-H MEMBER 
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Grundy Kankakee and Will 4-H 

Illinois Extension 4-H creates great opportunities, not 

just for its youth members, but also their families.  

During the Introduction to Archery program, youth are 

challenged to try new activities and to improve on their 

skills. Family members are encouraged to participate.  

 

In the last Introduction to Archery program, 4-H staff 

convinced one participant’s brother and father to join 

the program. Initially, they declined. However, after 

speaking with the father about the power of setting a 

great example and the brother about trying new 

activities, both decided to give archery a try.  

Archery and Shooting Sports 

By the end of the program, all three family members 

had a fun time and learned a new activity together. The 

brother even shot a bullseye and went on to sign up for 

additional shooting sports programs. 

 

To challenge youth in this and other programs, 4-H staff 

are developing progressive curricula. In archery, youth 

that have completed the Introduction course then have 

the opportunity to shoot at balloon targets, farther 

distanced targets, and even moving targets.  

 

Advanced archery 4-H members are invited to come 

back to help in the introductory programs giving them 

opportunities to develop leadership and communication 

skills. The shooting sports program is constantly 

changing and evolving to suit the needs of area youth, 

their families, volunteers, and staff.  
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Food & Nutrition 

The prevalence of illness from consuming unsafe food is 

widespread in Illinois and the U.S. Foodborne illness is a 

major cause of morbidity and loss of productivity. These 

illnesses result in lost wages, increased medical costs, 

and long-term consequences, such as reactive arthritis 

and even death. Participants who have attended Food 

Handler: Serve it safely workshops and Certified Food 

Protection Manager’s certification are now making 

better decisions concerning reducing the risk of 

foodborne illness through self-inspection and by utilizing 

the knowledge and skills gained from these Extension 

food safety programs. Local churches, food pantries, 

soup kitchens, childcare centers, and schools are 

involved. 

Improved Community Food Safety has 

Economic Impact 

Illinois Extension’s Living Well with Diabetes for 

Hispanic/Latino Audiences addresses self-management 

of diabetes. The Kankakee Department of Public Health 

estimates that 9% of county residents have diabetes. Of 

those with diabetes, about 10% are Hispanic/Latino. 

 

More than 28 participants attended a two-day event, 

sponsored by Hippocrates Medical Clinic. Extension 

provided more than 800 bilingual factsheets, and 

literature on controlling blood pressure; healthy food 

choices; and nutrition for children, heart health, and 

much more.  

 

Diabetes education for  

Hispanic/Latino community 

More of Illinois adults, 6.7 million people, suffer from a 

chronic illness according to the Illinois Center for Health 

Statistics. Heart disease, stroke, and diabetes are among 

the top 10.   

 

Illinois Extension addresses the needs of the community 

through a number of educational programs aimed at 

helping people with chronic illness live longer: 

 Meals for a Healthy Heart: A two-part series with 18 

participants 

 Living Well with Diabetes for Hispanic Audiences: 28 

participants 

 Diabetes Support Group: 127 participants 

 I On Diabetes: A four-part series with 20 participants 

 Diabetes Awareness: 76 participants 

Chronic Disease Management is Critical Hippocrates is a free clinic in Kankakee. “We have 1,170 

patients that I know have no other place to go,” says 

Volunteer CEO Lorena Lora. “We know that this clinic is 

needed, and we wanted to reopen for our community 

and the people that don’t have insurance.” One of the 

volunteer medical providers Jutun Andrews-King, added, 

“Not only do we provide the basic family care, but we 

have OB-GYN services, hearing, vision and physical 

therapy. We don’t turn anyone away.”  

(Kankakee Department of Public Health estimates that 9% 

(7,065) of residents have Diabetes. The Hispanic/Latino 

population is approximately 10%) 



In Will and Kankakee Counties, SNAP-Ed has built an 

excellent partnership with Northern Illinois Food Bank 

and, as a result, has collaborated on some significant 

projects. Most recently, SNAP-Ed staff collaborated with 

the food bank and Governors State University to open 

their new food pantry, which incorporated Foods to 

Encourage, F2E. These foods include fresh produce, 

reduced-sodium and low-sugar foods, whole grains, low-

fat dairy, and lean proteins.  

SNAP-Ed provided guidance to the pantry on purchasing 

F2E foods, and how to set the pantry up to highlight 

these foods for clients. SNAP-Ed also provided resources 

to the pantry that encourage clients to make healthier 

selections, such as recipes featuring food from the 

pantry, and signs highlighting benefits. 

SNAP-Ed 

In 2020, SNAP-Ed will lead a collaboration between the 

pantry and The Governors State University Family 

Development Center that will allow families in need to 

shop with vouchers, or food Rx. This partnership and its 

impact is continuing to develop and grow. 
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Shannon Range 

Extension Educator 

4-H Youth Development 

slrange@illinois.edu  

Jamita Brown 

Extension Educator 

4-H Youth Development 

jamitab@illinois.edu  

Sasha Grabenstetter 

Extension Educator 

Consumer Economics 

swhitley@illinois.edu  

Deloris Walker 

Extension Educator 

SNAP-Education 

dwalke@illinois.edu  

James Theuri 

Extension Educator 

Local Foods/Small Farms 

jtheu50@illinois.edu  

Brooke Katcher 

Program Coordinator 

4-H Youth Development 

bbaker8@illinois.edu  

Debra Koch 

Program Coordinator 

4-H Youth Development 

dmkoch@illinois.edu  

Staff Directory 

Nancy Kuhajda 

Program Coordinator 

Master Gardeners 

kuhajda@illinois.edu  

Holly Froning 

Program Coordinator 

Master Gardeners 

froning@illinois.edu  

Anthony Warmack 

Program Coordinator 

4-H Youth Development 

warmacka@illinois.edu  

Drusilla Banks 

Extension Educator 

Nutrition & Wellness 

dbanks@illinois.edu  

Megan Walsh 

Extension Unit 

County Director 

mawalsh@illinois.edu  

SNAP-ED COMMUNITY WORKERS 

Janet Moody 

SNAP-Ed, Kankakee County 

Donna Denault 

SNAP-Ed, Kankakee County 

Fernanda Ariza Perez 

SNAP-Ed, Will County 

Victoria Klimkiewicz 

SNAP-Ed, Will County 

 

OFFICE SUPPORT STAFF 

Debbie Gaffield 

Kankakee County 

Judy Lemenager 

Kankakee County 

Mariana Maldonado 

Will County 

EXTRA HELP STAFF 

Megan Ward 

Clerical, Grundy County 

Grundy County Extension 

4004 N. Division 

Morris, IL 60450 

Ph: (815) 942-2725 

Fax: (815) 942-9519 

 

Kankakee County Extension 

1650 Commerce Drive 

Bourbonnais, IL 60914 

Ph: (815) 933-8337 

Fax: (815) 933-8532 

 

Will County Extension 

100 Manhattan Road 

Joliet, IL 60433 

Ph: (815) 727-9296 

Fax: (815) 727-9364 

OFFICE LOCATIONS 

extension.illinois.edu/gkw 

ONLINE 
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Will County Film Workshop 

Grundy County STEM Camp  

The Promised Land 

Project Donation Garden 

Keira Stalker, a Will County 4-H member 

in South Korea Exchange Program 


