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Awardees at the 20th anniversary celebration dinner pose for a group photo.

Farewell to Our 
Department Head

Martin F. Manalansan IV, head of 
the Department of Asian American 
Studies and Associate Professor of 
Anthropoloy and Asian American 
Studies, has announced his early 
retirement from the University of 
Illinois following the conclusion of 
the semester. In his 19 years at the 
University, he has made his mark on 
the University, his colleagues, and his 
students. We wish Martin the best of 
luck in all his future endeavors!

Among the highlights of this year’s 20th year 
anniversary celebration were two symposia: 
Asia Unbound: 20 years of Asian American 
Studies at Illinois and the Transnational 
Midwest, held on April 6 & 7, 2018, and 
Social Justice, Performance and American 
Empire, held on April 19, 2018.

Asia Unbound was a culminating event of 
the anniversary year.  Participants included 
founding faculty members and staff such as 
Palassana Balgopal, Clark Cunningham, and 
Kent Ono, who steered the ship, so to speak, 
during its formative years.  The events leading 
up to the founding of the Department of Asian 
American Studies were relayed in vibrant and 
nostalgic terms by these three former faculty 
members and were noted by recent reflections 
by former department heads such as Soo Ah 
Kwon and Augusto Espiritu.  

Panels of former postdoctoral fellows and past 
graduate minors emphasized the graduate and 
postgraduate mentoring and training in the 
department.  All of them are now on tenure 
track and tenured positions in prestigious 
research universities. The penultimate panel 
included current and past student leaders 
who discussed the vital need for activism 

New Course: AAS 299
This upcoming fall, the Department of 
Asian American Studies will be sponsoring 
a new course: AAS 299, Women Immi-
grant Labor, taught by Professor Naomi 
Paik.

This course examines the intersections 
of gender, migration, and labor, with a 
particular focus on immigrant women of 
color in the United States. The course will 
meet Monday and Wednesday from 4:00 
pm to 5:20 pm in David Kinley Hall. Slots 
are still available, so if you need a course 
to fill your US Minority Cultural Studies 
requirement, this is a great opportunity!

This spring, the Department of Asian Ameri-
can Studies was excited to announce the estab-
lishment of its first scholarship! In celebration 
of 20 years of Asian American Studies on 
campus, University alumnus Horace Wu and 
his wife Kate King Wu generously provided 
three scholarships of $1,000 each to outstand-
ing students in the field of Asian American 
Studies. This scholarship was established in 
honor of Horace Wu’s father, Ying Fan Wu, 
who attended the University of Illinois in the 
1930s.

Michelle Cheung is the Asian American 
Cultural Center’s Asian American Leader-
ship Alumni Intern, Vice President External 
at Alpha Kappa Delta Phi Cultural Sorority, 
Cultural Chair for the Philippines Student 
Association, and a student volunteer at 
University Primary School. She is an aspiring 
pediatrician.

and public engagement with regards to Asian 
American Studies and the politics of Asian 
American visibility on campus and on the na-
tional stage.  Overall, Asia Unbound was not 
only about celebrating 20 years of study on 
campus, but a critical mapping of the legacies 
and futures of Asian American Studies at the 
University of Illinois.

Social Justice, Performance and American 
Empire was a symposium devoted to cut-
ting-edge Filipina American scholarship.  The 
participants included Christine Balance of 
the University of California at Irvine, Ner-
issa Balce of Binghamton University, Robyn 
Rodriguez of the University of California 
at Davis, and Sarita See of the University of 
California at Riverside.  The symposium not 
only focused on the recently published books 
of these scholars but also served to highlight 
the expansive and capacious scholarly agenda 
that these works and scholars exemplify.  The 
works cross disciplinary borders and historical 
periods.  The topics dovetail such diverse do-
mains such as the cultural politics of art and 
museums, colonialism and visuality, music 
and its political renditions, and post-9/11 New 
Jersey community of color activism.

Highlights of 20th Anniversary Celebration

Winners of the Ying Fan Wu Memorial Scholarship
Lin Mei is a major in Asian American Studies, 
the Workshop Intern and Executive Intern of 
the Asian Pacific American Coalition, and has 
participated in voter registration campaigns 
and hosted diversity workshops. A self-pro-
claimed “accidental activist,” Lin’s goal is to 
influence the creation of equitable public 
policy in the United States.

Tommy Shee is a major in Asian American 
Studies, the president and founder of the 
Lao Student Association, a member of the 
Vietnamese Student Association, president 
and founder of the Try Everything Club, and a 
volunteer with iHelp. He aspires to become a 
lawyer or to go into advocacy work.

Our congratulations go out to all of our schol-
arship winners!

Looking Back on an 
Eventful Semester
We’ve had a busy spring semester at the 
department. Throughout the last few months, 
we’ve hosted several events and worked with 
other groups and departments to bring several 
distinguished speakers to campus.

IYKO DAY

On April 13, the IPRH Research Cluster 
“Landscapes of Gentrification and Settler 
Colonialism,” led by AAS Professors Maryam 
Kashani and Lila Sharif, brought Professor 
Iyko Day of Mount Holyoke College to cam-
pus. Professor Day gave a talk entitled “Race, 
Settler Colonialism, and the Value Form” 
and led a workshop for faculty and graduate 
students.

AI-JEN POO

On March 6, the Center for Advanced Study 
featured renowned activist Ai-jen Poo of the 
National Domestic Workers’ Alliance as a 
speaker in the Millercomm lecture series. Ms. 
Poo’s visit was made possible largely through 
the efforts of AAS Professor Naomi Paik, who 
petitioned the Center for Advanced Study 
to host her talk and orchestrated the event. 

During her visit, Ms. Poo also spoke at the on-
going GEO strike and expressed her support 
for fair compensation for labor.

Naomi Paik Awarded 
Best Book in History
Dr. A. Naomi Paik, Assistant Professor 
of Asian American Studies, was awarded 
the 2018 Association for Asian American 
Studies Award for Best Book in History for 
her 2016 book Rightlessness: Testimony 
and Redress in U.S. Prison Camps since 
World War II. The AAAS described her 
book as “A conceptually brilliant analysis 
of U.S. racial state power and political 
subjectivity... an outstanding exemplar 
of the bold and innovatively comparative 
work that characterizes much of the very 
best scholarship in Asian American his-
tory and, more broadly, Asian American 
Studies.”

Activist Ai-jen Poo speaks out in favor 
of fair compensation at a GEO rally

AAS 105
Professor Lila Sharif will be teaching 
AAS 105: Intro to Arab American Studies 
this upcoming fall. This interdisciplinary 
introduction to the basic concepts of Arab 
American Studies will address issues of 
history, race, social organization, politics, 
literatry, and art related to Arab American 
experiences.

The class will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1:30 pm to 2:50 pm in 105 Talbot 
Laboratory. This is a great opportunity for 
students to satisfy their requirement for a 
course in US Minority Cultural Studies!


