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My Teaching Philosophy
--

I believe:
-

Students ARE human = I believe students are human rational thinkers.
Therefore, I tend to give them the beneﬁt of doubt when designing my
course. For instance, if I know most students don't like to read the textbook
before coming class, then I don't assume they are lazy, but rather there is
something inherently wrong with the idea of reading a textbook before class.
This is the reason I don't use a textbook in this course, but rather asks
students to watch a few videos before class.
Students ARE different = some students like to complete assignments very
quickly, others tend to take a bit longer. Some students have to work while
they attend college, others do not. Some students like to work in groups,
others prefer to do it individually. Therefore, I do not design the course for
just ONE student, but rather try to give students AUTONOMY in completing
the assignments. This is the reason 50% of my course works on a self-paced
basis: students complete it at their own pace; without any deadlines.
A motivated student WILL learn = I believe learning is a self-regulated
event. In other words, I believe in order to learn anything a student must
WANT to learn it. I simply can't force any student to learn, by pouring
information into her brain.
-

Yet, when a student WANT to learn, there is very little I (or anyone else, for
that matter) can do to prevent that student from learning. Therefore, I
consider my main job not MAKE students learn, but rather to MOTIVATE
them to learn on their own.

-

Some of this learning will take place during the semester, but also much of it
will take place after the course is done. Therefore, I tend to focus my
teaching on activities that spark's students internal motivation for learning.
Three important internal motivations for learning are: curiosity, mastery, and
autonomy. Therefore, I place those at the forefront of my teaching.
-

For instance, my classroom lecture is designed not to "explain" things from
the front of the room, but rather to ASK students questions to spark their
curiosity, and to encourage them to continue to ASK questions themselves.
The follow up discussion in Packback follows the same principle.
-In the same way, I tend to dislike using activities that rely on external rewards
for learning, such as exams, deadlines, and so forth.
-

Course Structure
This class will be split into the following two components:
ENGAGEMENT = Engagement and Discussion (FlipIt and Packback)
ASSESSMENT = Quizzing and Testing (Learn@Illinois)
Both components are completely separated from each other; it is like two
completely different classes into one.
-

Grading Scale
Letter grades will be assigned only at the end of the semester based on the
overall score for the course. There is no curve in this class. While I reserve the
right to adjust the letter grade cutoffs based on the overall performance of the
class, the worst cutoffs students will face will be the following:
_
Grade

Percent

A+

97.00–100

A

92.00–96.99

A–

90.00–91.99

Grade

Percent

B+

87.00–89.99

B

82.00–86.99

B–

80.00–81.99

C+

77.00–79.99

C

72.00–76.99

C–

70.00–71.99

D+

67.00–69.99

D

62.00–66.99

D–

60.00–61.99

F

0–59.99

-

Academic Integrity
You are expected to complete your work independently, in accordance
with University policy. Failure to do so will result in strict disciplinary action,
including loss of all credit for the assignment, notiﬁcation of a dean, and possible
dismissal from the University. You may work with others on homework, but the
ﬁnal product must be your own.
You are expected to abide by the Code and Policies and Regulations. Any work
that you submit for evaluation must be your own work, done independently. Any
evidence to the contrary will result in an F for the course. If anyone has questions
regarding what is considered academic dishonesty, or needs a copy of the Code
and Policies and Regulations, please stop by my ofﬁce. Scholastic dishonesty
also includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. Academic
misconduct makes the student subject to possible consequences from the
University.
-

Students with Disabilities
If you need accommodation related to a disability, please make an appointment
during my ofﬁce hours to discuss your needs. Students requesting
accommodation must be registered with Disability Services and provide me with
an accommodation letter.

Questions?

WEBSITES
-

Required
-

FlipIt = $82.35
Packback = $18
Learn@Illinois (Moodle) = Free
-

Strongly Recommended
Piazza = Free
-

***You do not need to purchase a textbook for the class. All the
material you need to study is included in the FlipIt prelectures,
as well as the Moodle quizzes.
I have also posted additional resources to complete the Moodle
quizzes (such as readings, and videos), in FlipIt (see above).
Finally, most topics also include some OPTIONAL video
lectures, which can also be used for additional resources.
Additional Study Aids (in FlipIt)

Questions?

COURSE ACTIVITIES
-

* The # of assignments is subject to change as the course progresses.
-

***The Final Exam is optional, and can be used to replace any points lost for missed
Classwork, up to the maximum of 20%.
_
***Students could go beyond the basic requirements of the Follow Up Discussion
and also earn credit towards missed Classwork.

Questions?

Prelectures
You will be required to complete 18 Prelectures; about two for every major topic of
the course.
What are the Prelectures? Each Prelecture is made of a few video animations,
along with some (very easy) multiple choice questions, related the material we will
cover that day.
What are students required to do? Students must complete (view) one
complete Prelecture before each class.
-

How are Prelectures graded? Prelectures are graded on completion; you need
to click on every slide in order to get the full credit. Please be advise we do check
the times students spend on the Prelectures, and will contact students who are
clearly "clicking through" the videos; in those instances, we reserve the right to
invalidate student's attempts.
How much are the Prelectures worth? Prelectures are worth 15% of your total
course grade.
.
Do we drop the lowest quiz score? Yes; you will have TWO “free” Prelectures
for the semester, which means that at the end of the semester, and before
calculating your ﬁnal grade, I will drop your lowest two graded Prelecture scores.
These “free” Prelectures also serve as a replacement for any other ones you are
not able to complete during the semester due to emergencies, sickness, or any
other special reasons.
There will be absolutely no way to make up a missed Prelecture! I do not make
any special/individual concessions for any students. If you contact me asking for
a special concession just for you, I will take that as tantamount to a "bribe", and
would respond/act accordingly. So, don't do it.
.
When are they due? there is one Prelecture due before every class; Tuesday
and Thursday. Check the Course Schedule for information about the topics we
will cover each week, and also here for weekly deadlines.
THERE ARE NO OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS DUE THE FIRST WEEK OF
CLASS; OF ANY KIND.

.Which website do we use for the Prelectures? The assignments are
administered in Flipit Econ website.
-

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING TECHNICAL PROBLEMS: there will be
absolutely no excuses accepted for technical related problems. If you had
technical problems you will have to use your free assignments (which is partly the
reason they are offered). If you leave the pre-lecture for the last minute you are
taking a risk by not leaving enough margin of error for technical problems that can
emerge during the submission process. I assume all of you are rational
individuals and considered this risk at the time of making your decision to leave
the assignment for the last minute.

Questions?

Bridge Questions
After watching the Prelectures, you will be expected to answer a few (between 3-4)
questions called "Bridge Questions".
-

What are the Bridge Questions? As their tittle suggest, these questions bridge
the content from the Prelectures to what we will discuss in class. So, as such, the
questions will be very similar (or, many times, exactly the same) to the questions
we will be discussing in class. The idea is for you to familiarize yourself with
these class questions BEFORE they come to class.
What are students required to do? Students must answer ALL the Bridge
Questions before every class.
How are Bridge Questions graded? You will get a score of 100% simply for
answering the questions (completion). Yet, you are expected to make a
reasonable effort answering them. We monitor student answers in a regular
basis; and will contact those students who seem to be slacking off in their
answers.
How much are the Bridge Questions worth? Bridge Questions are worth 10%
of your total course grade.
.
Do we drop the lowest quiz score? Yes; you will have TWO “free” Bridge
Questions for the semester, which means that at the end of the semester, and
before calculating your ﬁnal grade, I will drop your lowest two graded Bridge
Questions set scores. These “free” Bridge Questions Set also serves as a
replacement for any other ones you are not able to complete during the semester
due to emergencies, sickness, or any other special reasons.
There will be absolutely no way to make up a missed Bridge Question set! I do
not make any special/individual concessions for any students. If you contact me
asking to special concessions just for you, I will take that as tantamount to a
"bribe", and would respond/act accordingly. So, don't do it.
.
When are they due? there is one Bridge Question set due before every class;
Tuesday and Thursday. Check the Course Schedule for information about the
topics we will cover each week, and also here for weekly deadlines
-

THERE ARE NO OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS DUE THE FIRST WEEK OF
CLASS; OF ANY KIND.
-

Which website do we use for the Bridge Questions? The Bridge Questions are
administered in Flipit Econ website.
-

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING TECHNICAL PROBLEMS: there will be
absolutely no excuses accepted for technical related problems. If you had
technical problems you will have to use your free assignments (which is partly the
reason they are offered). If you leave the Bridge Question set for the last minute
you are taking a risk by not leaving enough margin of error for technical problems
that can emerge during the submission process. I assume all of you are rational
individuals and considered this risk at the time of making your decision to leave
the assignment for the last minute.

Questions?

Classwork
THERE ARE NO REQUIRED CLASSWORK THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS; OF
ANY KIND.
-What is the Classwork? Classwork is the work students will do during class.
For the most part, most of this will be made of a series of essay-style answers to
questions I post during the lecture.
What are students required to do? Students must complete 80% of the
questions we asked in class that day. Most of the time the Classwork will consist
of posting ONE response to the questions I ask in class using Packback. Yet,
there may be a few classes where Classwork will consist a different requirement.
I will make very clear during every class what do you need to complete that day
to earn the Classwork grade.
Tentative number of Classworks this semester = 20 (students can miss two of
these without penalty; see below)
-

How is the Classwork graded? You will get a score of 100% simply for
answering the questions (completion). Yet, you are expected to make a
reasonable effort answering them. Before you start posting, be sure to read
the Community Guidelines found in the tutorial on Packback. If your post
doesn’t follow the Packback Community Guidelines, there is a chance it will be
removed and you won’t receive points for that post.
How much is the Classwork worth? Classwork is worth 20% of your total
course grade.
.
Do we drop the lowest Classwork score? Yes; you will have TWO “free”
Classworks for the semester, which means that at the end of the semester, and
before calculating your ﬁnal grade, I will drop your lowest two graded Classworks
scores. These “free” Classworks also serves as a replacement for any other ones
you are not able to complete during the semester due to emergencies, sickness,
or any other special reasons. Also, for postings that did not meet the Packback
requirement.
-

There will be absolutely no way to make up a missed Classwork! I do not make
any special/individual concessions for any students. If you contact me asking to
special concessions just for you, I will take that as tantamount to a "bribe", and
would respond/act accordingly. So, don't do it.
.
What if I missed more than two Classworks? Students can replace any course
grade lost for Classworks missed above two with their Final Exam score. For
instance, say Juan misses four Classworks during the semester. Then Juan can
take the optional Final Exam for a weight equal to the two Classworks he missed.
-

Notice that what this means is that any student is free to miss ALL the
Classworks and simply take the optional Final Exam for 20% of the required
course grade. In this sense, attendance in this class is not required. Yet, I
strongly recommend not to rely on the Final Exam for your course grade, since
historically students do MUCH worse in the Final Exam compared to all other
parts of the course.
-

When is the Classwork due? there must be completed during class. And, since
you will be completing them online, make sure to bring a device with access to a
web browser (smartphone, tablet, or laptop), to class. Check the Course
Schedule for information about the topics we will cover each week, and also here
for weekly deadlines
-

Which website is use for the Classwork? Students will complete class
questions using the Packback website, using their own devices. .
-

-

Questions?

Follow Up Discussion (FD)
What are the Follow Up Discussions (FDs)? The Follow Up Discussions (FD)s
are the last part of the engagement activities. They offer students the opportunity
to expand our classroom discussion, and even go into further directions.
What are students required to do? Students must complete between 10-15
follow up questions in Packback before the end of the semester (about One
postings for every class week).
Tentative number of Follow-Ups this semester = 18 (students can miss two of
these without penalty; see below)
How are the FDs graded? You will get a score of 100% simply for posting the
questions (completion). Yet, you are expected to make a reasonable effort
constructing them. Before you start posting, be sure to read the Community
Guidelines found in the tutorial on Packback. If your post doesn’t follow
the Packback Community Guidelines, there is a chance it will be removed and
you won’t receive points for that post.
How much are the FDs worth? FDs are worth 5% of your total required
course grade. Yet, students can also earn an additional 5% extra course grade
towards any part of their ENGAGEMENT course grade (Prelectures, Bridges, or
Classwork), by posting a SECOND question. The second question does not
need to follow up the class discussion, but could go in any further direction.
.
Do we drop the lowest FD score? Yes; you will have TWO “free” FDs for the
semester, which means that at the end of the semester, and before calculating
your ﬁnal grade, I will drop your lowest two graded FD scores. These “free” FDs
also serves as a replacement for any other ones you are not able to complete
during the semester due to emergencies, sickness, or any other special reasons.
-

There will be absolutely no way to make up a missed FDs! I do not make any
special/individual concessions for any students. If you contact me asking to
special concessions just for you, I will take that as tantamount to a "bribe", and
would respond/act accordingly. So, don't do it.
When are the FDs due? all FDs are due the last day of class at 11:55pm. Check
the Course Schedule for information about the topics we will cover each week,

and also here for weekly deadlines for a good guideline of how to keep up with
them.
THERE ARE NO OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS DUE THE FIRST WEEK OF
CLASS; OF ANY KIND.

-

Which website to use for the Classwork? Students will complete the FDs using
the Packback website. The follow up discussion questions are clearly labeled
:"Follow-Up', and listed under the "Feature" tab in Packback
IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING TECHNICAL PROBLEMS: there will be
absolutely no excuses accepted for technical related problems. If you had
technical problems you will have to use your free assignments (which is partly the
reason they are offered). If you leave the pre-lecture for the last minute you are
taking a risk by not leaving enough margin of error for technical problems that can
emerge during the submission process. I assume all of you are rational
individuals and considered this risk at the time of making your decision to leave
the assignment for the last minute.
-

Questions?

Quizzes
You will be required to complete 10 quizzes; one for every major topic of the course.
What are the Quizzes? Quizzes are a set of multiple choice and/or numerical
questions (usually between 10-15). They serve as preparation for the HSQs.
What are students required to do? Students must complete the Quiz with a
score of 90% or higher. A score lower than 90% gets a grade of 0. There is no
time limit for completing the questions; and, students get multiple tries (see
below).
How are Quizzes graded? You can check your answers for each question. If
your answer is incorrect, you can try a new problem without penalty. You can also
attempt each Quiz as many times as you want. Every time you load a new Quiz,
you will see new questions. After all your attempts, I will take the highest score as
your Quiz score.
How much are Quizzes worth? Quizzes are worth 25% of your required
course grade.
-

When Are They Due? you will have until the ofﬁcial last day of classes to
complete ALL the Quizzes. BUT, you need to complete them in order. Therefore,
you must complete Quiz 1 with a grade of at least 90% or better in order to gain
access to Quiz 2, and so forth.
-

Which website to use to complete Quizzes? Learn@Illinois (Moodle).
.
.
.
..

Questions?

High Stake Quizzes (HSQ)
You will be required to complete 5 HSQs; one every two Quizzes.
What are the HSQs? A HSQ is essentially the same as a Quiz, with ONE
important difference: four of them will be timed (3rd one is not timed). Also, they
have more questions than the regular quizzes (25), and students have to
complete all the questions before they get to know which ones are
incorrect/correct.
-

What are students required to do? Complete the HSQ questions.
-

How are the HSQs graded? Students get credit for every correct answer.
Students can attempt HSQs more than once, and we always keep the Highest
score of all your attempts.
-

How much are the HSQs worth? HSQs are worth 25% of your required
course grade.
-

Do we drop the lowest HSQ score? Yes; you will have ONE “free” HSQs for the
semester, which means that at the end of the semester, and before calculating
your ﬁnal grade, I will drop your lowest ONE graded HSQ scores.
-

When Are They Due? you will have until the ofﬁcial last day of classes to
complete ALL the HSQs. BUT, you need to complete them in order. Therefore,
you must complete Quiz 2 with a grade of at least 90% or better in order to gain
access to HSQ 1, and so forth.
Which website to use to complete the HSQs? Learn@Illinois (Moodle).
.
.
.

Questions?

FINAL EXAM
IS THE FINAL EXAM REQUIRED?
WHEN IS THE FINAL EXAM?
WHERE IS THE FINAL EXAM?
WHAT ABOUT CONFLICTS WITH THOSE TIMES?
WHAT IF I DON'T HAVE THREE OFFICIAL FINAL EXAMS IN 24
HOURS? DO I HAVE OTHER OPTIONS TO TAKE THE EXAM AT A
DIFFERENT TIME?
CAN ANY STUDENT TAKE THE EXAM WITH PROCTORU?
WHAT IF I MISS THE EXAM (OR CAN'T TAKE IT FOR SOME
REASON)?
WHAT IS THE FORMAT AND CONTENT OF THE EXAMS?
WHAT CAN I BRING TO THE EXAM?
CAN I USE THE INTERNET DURING THE EXAM?

IS THE FINALEXAM REQUIRED?

NO; The ﬁnal exam for this class is optional, mainly for those students who
choose not to come to class. For instance, say Juan misses four Classworks
during the semester. Then Juan can take the optional Final Exam for a weight
equal to the two Classworks he missed.
-

Notice that what this means is that any student is free to miss ALL the
Classworks and simply take the optional Final Exam for 20% of the required
course grade. In this sense, attendance in this class is not required. Yet, I
strongly recommend not to rely on the Final Exam for your course grade, since
historically students do MUCH worse in the Final Exam compared to all other
parts of the course.
-

WHEN IS THE FINAL EXAM?
Section that meets from 12-12:50 = 8:00-11:00 a.m., Tuesday, December 19
Section that meets from 1 -1:50

= 8:00-11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 16

WHERE IS THE FINAL EXAM?
The exam is in our regular classroom; Foellinger Auditorium.

WHAT ABOUT CONFLICTS WITH THOSE TIMES?
The conflict exam time will be during the last Final Exam time slot, in the last day
of the Final Exam period.
THERE IS ONLY ONE EXCUSE FOR TAKING THE CONFLICT EXAM: having
three exams during a 24 hour period; AND all of these exams must take place
during the official time given by the University for that course.
So, in general, it is very difficult for a student to meet this criteria.
HAVING ANOTHER EXAM AT THE TIME OF OUR EXAM IS NOT A VALID
EXCUSE FOR A CONFLICT EXAM!!!!!!! You must obtain a conflict from the other
course.
If you do meet this criteria, just contact a TA to obtain permission to attend the
conflict exam. Students MUST have written confirmation from a TA in order to
attend the conflict exam.

WHAT IF I DON'T HAVE THREE OFFICIAL FINAL EXAMS IN
24 HOURS? DO I HAVE OTHER OPTIONS TO TAKE THE
EXAM AT A DIFFERENT TIME?
YES!!! Students are also welcomed to take the exam ONLINE with ProctorU, an
online tutoring service, anytime during finals week. Students with conflicts with
the official inclass exam times above should are also welcome to take the exam
with ProctorU.
Now, remember you will need three hours to complete the exam; so you may not
want to begin any later than 9PM on last day of the exam window. The exam
window is the time given TO COMPLETE the exam.
ProctorU is an online proctoring service that allows students to take exams online
while ensuring the integrity of the exam for the institution. The service
authenticates your identity and monitors both your computer screen and webcam
to ensure academic integrity.
Fee based exam ($14.75 /1hour exam, $21.50 /90min. and 2hour exam;
$30.25 for 3 hr exam) billed when you schedule the exam. Refunds are given
only if the exam is canceled within 48 hours before the scheduled exam time.
All appointments should be made at least 3 days in advance, since reservations
made within 72 hours of your exam are subject to a $5 late reservation fee.
Web cam, microphone, and computer with internet connection are required.
How to Schedule Your Exam with ProctorU

CAN ANY STUDENT TAKE THE EXAM WITH PROCTORU?

YES. You don't even have to notify us if you plan to take the exam with
ProctorU. Simply schedule your exam with them, and take the exam from
whenever you are. A very convenient option to any student in this course.

WHAT IF I MISS THE EXAM (OR CAN'T TAKE IT FOR SOME
REASON)?
If you miss the final exam, you have two options:
1) I calculate your grade with a score of zero for the final exam; or
2) Get an Incomplete in the class and replace it the following semester. To
initiate the process of obtaining an Incomplete in the class, you must go to your
College Dean’s Office. Again, the Incomplete is removed when you take the final
exam next semester.
Notice that NONE of these two options required you to contact the us; but rather
your own Department.

WHAT IS THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF THE EXAMS?
The final exam is cumulative. This means the exam covers whatever coursework
you have completed in the course up to the time you take the exam.

WHAT CAN I BRING TO THE EXAM?
Anything you want; as long as it is in hard copy. The exam is open book/notes.
This also applies to the online exam with ProctorU. Computers are only allowed
to look at the online textbook.

CAN I USE THE INTERNET DURING THE EXAM?
NO. You can only use your computer for reading the e-book. Any other use of
the Internet is not allowed. We will enforce this rule VERY strictly, and will have
many proctors checking computer screens during the exam. I understand this is

inconvenient for some students, but we are required to have this policy in order
to ensure fairness for our proctors.
Also, Cellphones are not allowed during the exam.
Again, students taking the exam with ProctorU have the same rules.

Questions?

DEADLINES
-

THERE ARE NO OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS DUE THE FIRST
WEEK OF CLASS; OF ANY KIND.
Weekly Deadlines (starting second week)
-

Tuesdays and Thursdays before every class = Prelectures and Bridge
Questions.
-

Before the last day of classes at 11:55 pm
-

All Follow Up Discussions, Quizzes and HSQs.

Questions?
This is a general guideline of what we will cover during each week. For speciﬁc
dates of Prelectures and Bridges, you must visit the FlipIt Calendar.
-

Questions?
Click names for more information about that person, including ofﬁce hours.
-

Jose

Monica

Main Instructor

Head TA

Felipe
TA

Italo
TA

-

Questions?
TA Ofﬁce Hours and Resources

