FROM DRAFTTO DEPOS'T' Here is a realistic timeline to complete, defend and deposit your paper in the spring or fall semesters.

The weeks are numbered 1-16; instruction ends during week 16. Final deposit dates are usually in week 14 (spring) or week 15 (fall). Check actual dates for last
possible defense and deposit on our resources pages, or on the Graduate College website.

Rules of thumb: 1) Discuss the timeline with your Research Director during the semester before you propose to schedule your final defense.
2) The paper has to be ready to distribute to the committee, 3 weeks before the defense date.

3) The final draft should probably be in the hands of your Research Director 6 weeks before the exam date, and possibly earlier
(consult with your Research Director!)

4) The entire process, from seeking approval of your final draft to depositing the document, is rarely less than 10 weeks, and often takes longer.

Remember: the later you hold your defense (final exam), the less time you have to make corrections and revisions, and get them approved by your
committee.
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Notes: DMA recitals and lecture recitals should take place during the week before the defense.

To ensure graduation, students must add themselves to the semester’s degree list (deadline is usually around the 10" week of classes: check Graduate College
website or our resources pages for details).



